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Menlo Park

Layoffs, spending cuts
proposed in city budget.
Library would have
shorter hours, fewer new
books. / PAGE 5

Woodside

Neighbors worry about
plans for playing fields. .
Community meeting
draws neighbors, youth

sports advocates.
PAGE 9

Recreation

Skate park design leaps
into reality. City seeks

input on plan from local
skaters. / PAGE 8
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secret
Woodside’ is
on sale for
$20 million.

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer
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A} Lurline Roth Coonan, granddaughter of
steamship magnate William Matson,
remembers growing up in the historic
Woodside mansion before her family moved
to Filoli. Still iving in Woodside, she's
looking forward to her first great-grandchild
this week. If it's a girl, she will be the fifth
Lurline in the family.

B} The dark shadow across the signature
stone turret suggests the mysteries still
surrounding the Why Worry mansion and its
occupants,

C) This old water tower had a pipe that
Lurline Roth and her sister, brother and
friends used to slide down. The tower was
demolished during renovation.

different people under vastly dif-
circumstances.

fth. The half-timbered Tudor-style
mansion at 3763 Woodside Road is on
sale by John Arrillaga for $19,995,000.
From 1925 to 1937, the 10,000 square-
foot mansion with its six-car garage,
swimming pool, water tower, tennis court,
and elegant horse establishment, starred in
the high life of the Peninsula. Then the
Matson-Roth family moved to an even
more impressive mansion at Filoli. They
sold the mansion on 4.6 acres, but kept
Why Worry farm, with its horses, car-
riages and barns for the pleasure of Mrs.
William P. Roth and her three children.
While the Matson-Roth era is well-doc-
umented, the other three periods of the
house are clouded by mystery. Who built
the house and lived in it until Mrs.
William Matson, widow of the steamship

magnate, bought it about 1924 for her
daughter, Lurline Matson Roth?

Also, there’s still a lot to learn about
ownerships from 1937 until 1997, when
the estate was sold at auction in probate
court for $2.9 million to Santa Clara
County developer John Arrillaga, who
has restored it to historic clegance.

According to San Mateo County Asses-
sor’s records, the property was sold in
1940, 1949, and 1967. Records of other
sales are still buried in the Recorder’s
files, says Terry Flynn, deputy county
clerk-assessor-recorder.

On December 15, 1967, the Society of
the Precious Blood sold 4.6 acres to five
Clothiers — three unmarried sisters and
two unmarried brothers — for $123,000,
Mr. Flynn reports.

By 1996, Dr. Robert Clothier, a physicist
who had worked on the Manhattan Project
to develop the atomic bomb, and later
taught mechanical engineering at San Jose
State University, was the only one left.
The rest had died.

In 1996, Dr. Clothier suffered a stroke in
the kitchen, and the estate was taken over
by a conservator for disposition and sale.
Dr. Clothier now lives in a retirement
home in Redwood City.

“ap

Over those last years, the estate became
overgrowi, and the house deteriorated.

Timmy Gallagher, a friend of the Roths
during their Filoli years, remembers visit-
ing the Why Worry horse farm and seeing
the overgrown vegetation on the other side
of the fence. “It was spooky,” she says.

By the time Dr. Clothier left, the estate
was a disaster. The garage had no roof, the
house had so many leaks that water cas-
caded down the interior staircase and cen-
tral fireplace; there was no electricity,
and the furnace hadn’t worked for years;
in places clutter reached the ceiling; the
tennis court was a small forest.

And people in Woodside forgot the Why
Worry mansion ever existed. It became the
best-kept secret in Woodside, until it was
offered for sale carly in 1997. The an-
nouncement for the sale of a 38-room
Tudor mansion on 4.6 acres to be sold
“As-is in its present condition” for $2.6
million, finally drew people’s attention.

- “It was the great mystery in Woodside,”
says Tom Rogers, curator at Filoli. “It dis-
appeared from the face of the earth.”

At an open house and tour April 29, Re-
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altor Skip Cashin showed off the estate,
which has been extensively restored by
purchaser John Arrillaga. The house was
elegant. A tile patio and fountain replace
dirt and bushes; the garage has a new
state roof; a beautiful new swimming pool
replaces the curved 1920s pool; there is a
golf-course-quality lawn, and a tennis
court with no trees. Only the water tower
is gone.

Mystery: Who built it?

The history of the Matson-Roth house is
a work in progress. Piecemeal records,
second-hand accounts, historic archives,
and recollections of old-timers, present
inconsistencies and
gaps. Deadline
pressures do not
leave time to comb
records dating back
before 1900 in the
County Recorder’s
files, where all
transactions are
presumably stored
and available to the
enferprising  re-
searcher.

So who built the
house?

The easy answer is that Captain William
Matson, the Swedish immigrant who
founded the Matson Navigation Co., built

itin 1898, That’s what Dr. Robert Clothier
told Realtor Mel O'Neil. It appears in the
real estate descriptions of the property.
But it’s probably not so. Lurline Roth
Coonan of Woodside, grand-daughter of
the shipping magnate, says her grand-
mother, Mrs. Matson, bought it for her
mother, Lurline Matson Roth, the Matsons’
only child. Mr. Matson had died in 1917.
“Grandmother gave it to Mother. We

stayed in the Folger house while it was re-
modeled,” says Mrs. Coonan who was 3 or
4 years old at the time.

Mrs. Coonan further believes her grand-
father had a farm in Fremont in addition to
his house in San Francisco. “Mother grew
up on the farm. She spent the '
summers there,” she says. .

Other Roth family mem- | |1
bers agree. Mrs. Coonan re-
cently talked to her brother
William Matson Roth, now
living in Ireland; he agrees
their grandmother bought it,
she says. The same conclu-
sion is in the oral history
given by Lurline Matson
Roth in the Bancroft Lib-
trary. She also said her
mother built new stables be-
cause there weren’t any.

Notes written on records
from the county Assessor’s
office indicate a portion of
the house was built in 1898,
and it was added to and re-
modeled about 1918, says Mr. Flynn.

Why Worry?

When Mrs. Matson and the Roths
moved into their new farm in Woodside,
so the legend goes, family members were

See WHY WORRY, next page

Richly restored, the half-timbered house
fooks out on an elegant new swimming
pool. In 1997 (insert) the house was badlv
run down, and one of the first pools in
Woodside needed replacement.

The turret reom, which now
makes a cozy sitting room was
once {insert) decorated with dark
wood molding and elegant
frescoes. The formal dining room
also had frescoes; its original tile
floor is now hardwood.
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A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert,

Al Dty Delights

Woodside Delicatessen
1453 Woodside Road
Woodside. Open 7 Days.
(650) 369-4235
Specializing in Italian
Delicacies. and Party
Trays,

Portola (afe Deli

3 Portola Road, Portola
Valley (corner of Portola &
Alpine Rd.) (650)-851-1467.
Mon.-Fri 8am-7:30pm., Sat.
10-7:30pm. Gourmet Pizza.
Chosen as one of the best
places for pizza on the
peninsula. Serving the valley
for 27 years.

Cofee & Tew

(onnoisseur
(offee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road
Redwood City

(650) 369-5250
9am-5:30pm

Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail

& wholesale.

Main St. (offee
Roasting (o.

150 Elm St., Redwood City
{650) 368-3430. M - F
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm
Fresh roasted coffee beans ~
European style. Full coffee
bar. Now serving breakfast:
M-F 6am-11am; Sat. 7Tam-1
pm. Lunch: M-F Ham-2pm

Broattase, Luneh & Dinner

(openhagen

Restaurant & Bar
Woodside Plaza

1500 Woodside Rd.

(650) 365-6616. Danish &
European Cuisine. Lunch &

Dinner every day. Breakfast
& Brunch, Sat. & Sun.

The Duck Club/
Stanford Park Hotel

100 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park (650)322-
1234, Breakfast - Lunch -
Dinner. Sunday Brunch.
Innovative American
regional culsine featuring
Duck specialties. Allina
warm casual setting.

Neiman Marcus (afe

400 Stanford Shopping
Center. (650) 329-3300 x
3329, Mon-8at, 11-4.
Sun., 12-4. Lunch, Tea.
Regular, Seasonal and
Light Menus. Neiman
Marcus, AMX charge
cards, Diners” Club and
Carte Blanche welcomed.

The Little Store Restaurant
3340 Woodside Rd.,
Woodside (650) 851-8110.
Tues-Sat. Lunch & Dinper,
Woodside Roadhouse

for over 100 years.

Serving American Grill

& Country Cooking.

Old Pro Sports
Grill & Taphouse

2865 El Camino Real, Palo
Alio (650) 325-2070. All
the sports you could want!
Big Screen TVs. Great
Food. Good Company.

Parkside Grille

884 Portola Road, Portola
Valley (650) 529-9007.
Lunch: Tues.-Fri., 11:30-
2:30. Brunch: Sun., 11:00-
2:30. Dinner: 7 nights. Bold
and mnovative cuisine in an
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Ridgeside (afe

#370 Ladera Shopping
Center. (650) 854-4166.
Seasonal American Cuisine.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Brunch Saturday & Sunday.

Vive Sol-(ocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real
Min. View (650) 938-2020,
Specializing in the Cuisine
of Puebla. Open daily for
lunch and dinner.

Poersonal chef service
Savory fare

Chef Vince Bosnar,
Gourmet, scratch-made,
continental cuisine,
delivered to your home.
(408) 245-4712.
www.savory-fare.com

Marti's Foods

Want to enjoy something
special tonight for dinner?
(408)255-0393

mpetersO41 @aol.com
www.uspea.net/ca/mpetersO4 1

To Rdvertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 850-854-1626.
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WHY WORRY

continued from previous page

debating what to name it. Finally
Mrs. Matson said, “Why worry
about 1t7”

The name stuck.

During the Matson-Roth years,
Why Worry became a happy
home for three growing children,
as well as a famous equestrian
center. Mrs. Roth won shows all
over the country, riding her
American saddlebred horses and
driving her hackney ponies.

Mrs. Roth got her love for
horses from her father, who used
to race trotting horses, Mrs, Coo-
nan says. “Grandmother helped
Mother get her first horse, Chief
of Longview. He was never de-
feated.”

Mrs. Coonan’s memories of
Why Worry are dim but very
happy. With one of the first
swimming pools in Woodside,
the three Roth children — Bill,
and the younger twins, Lurline
and Berenice - had plenty of
company from neighborhood
kids. Plus lots of fun with horses.
“We loved that,” she says.

Other Woodside old-timers also
remember happy times as chil-
dren at the Roths. Peter Pond
still cherishes a little silver cup
engraved: “Junior Doubles Tennis
Championship, July 1928, Vir-
ginia Allen and Pete Pond.”

Bob Harris, Bill Roth’s close
friend now living 1n San Fran-
cisco, remembers Mrs. Matson
was ill and bedridden. “They
would roll her out in her bed to
look at the pool,” he says.

Mrs. Coonan also recalls
lunches and picnics, and her
brother’s little clubhouse by the
tenris court, now fixed up. “We
used to slide down the pipe in the
water tower,” she says. The water
tower has been torn down.

Mrs. Coonan remembers her
family added a wing to the house.
This included what they called
“the Spanish room,” now called
the ballroom, with a big fire-
place, and bedrooms above.

The Roths also entertained.
Once the Swedish Olympic team
came to stay. Mrs. Coonan also
speaks of parties in the wine cel-
lar behind the water tower. “They
shot clay pigeons over Bear
Gulch Creek,” she says.

Among her great childhood
pleasures was riding the frain
with her father, William P. Roth,
who headed the Matson Naviga-
tion Co. after Mr. Matson. 1
would go to Redwood City and
take the train to San Francisco,
and come back with my father.”

The Roth children loved living
at Why Worry. A special favorite
was the sleeping porch on the
second floor. “We didn’t want to
leave Why Worry. We had so
many happy times,” Mrs. Coo-

Continued on next page

Since the 1890s, the Matson line has had a ship
named Lurline and William Matson has had
descendants named Lurline.

The name Lurline threads the history launched by a Swedish
orphan who ran away to sea when he was 10, and founded a
shipping empire that still hauls cargo around the Pacific

Young William Matson (1849-1917) came around Cape
Horn to Gold Rush San Francisco on the Bridgewater, ac-
cording to his grand-daughter Lurline Roth Cooonan of
Woodside. There, the young man began working for sugar
king Claus Spreckels. Soon he was sailing Mr. Spreckels’
ships. “Grandfather became a great friend,” Mrs. Coonan
says. “He used to deliver sugar up the Sacramento River for
Mr. Spreckels.”

Actually, it was Mr. Spreckels who built the first Lurline.
The name comes from Lorelei, the siren who sat on a rock in
the Rhine and lured sailors to their death. “The shipbuilder had
a flair for poetry,” says Mrs. Coonan.

Mz, Spreckels was already trading with the Kingdom of
Hawaii, and soon Captain Matson was sailing Spreckels
ships to the Islands.

In 1882, Captain Matson bought his first ship, the Emma
Claudina, and began trading with the big island of Hawaii. The
Matson Navigation Co. was born. With help from Mr. Spreck-
els, he built a larger brigantine in 1887, and named it Lurline.

Captain Matson even met his future wife sailing to Hawaii
on the Lurline. Lillie Low was a school teacher going to teach
with missionaries; later she married the captain. They had one
daughter, and named her Lurline. When she married William
P. Roth, their first daughter, Mrs. Coonan’s mother, was
named Lurline.

Meanwhile, Capan Matson, followed by his son-in-law,
William P. Roth, built the Matson Navigation Co. into a pre-
mier cargo and passenger line in the Pacific.

Captain Matson must have been quite a visionary. Accord-
ing to the Matson Web site (www.matson.com), he pioneered
cold storage, electricity and the use of radio on ships in the Pa-
cific. His first steamship, the Enterprise, was the first offshore
ship in the Pacific to burn oil instead of coal. The need for oil
for his ships led him into oil exploration, and he built the first
o1l pipelines in California.

As trade with the Hawauan Islands prospered, the islands be-
came popular with tourists — with help from Matson ships.
The next Lurline, which joined the fleet in 1908, could carry
51 passengers.

For more than 60 years, Matson ships popularized cruising
to glamorous Hawaii. Travel photos and advertisements fea-
turing the newest Lurline promoted the glamour of pearly
beaches and palm-ringed lagoons.

During World War II the company’s four passenger liners
and 33 freighters joined the war effort. The passenger ships
carried 736,000 troops on 119 voyages covering 1.5 million
miles.

Since 1958, the Matson company has pioneered the devel-
opment of container ships. The latest Lurline is a container
ship, says Mrs. Coonan.

The name Lurline has also followed generations of Matson
descendants. Mrs. Coonan is expecting her first great-grand-
child this week. If it’s a girl, she’ll be the fifth Lurline.

— By Marion Softky
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Views from the house show a guest cottage by the tennis court, above.
This used to be William Matson Roth's clubhouse, sometimes referred to
by family as the “brathouse.” Past the new swimming pool (lower picture),
the view leads across a manicured lawn to lovely woods.

Continued from previous page

nan says. “But I came to love
Filoli.”

The next 60 years

" The history of the Why Worry
house from 1937 to 1997 is
spotty.

An e-mail from Nancy Helms
reports that her grandfather,
Lloyd A Johnson, purchased part
of the farm from Lurline Matson
Roth on July 30, 1940. Mr. John-
son founded National Motor
Bearing Co. in Redwood City.

Nancy moved in with her

grandparents at the age of 2
months and lived there until
1945, when they sold the prop-
erty to Dr. and Mrs. John Adams.
She remembers horses, cows and
chickens.

“We lived pretty much off the
land during the war,” she writes.
“1 remember the hired man who
had a trained goat who no doubt
ate the surplus produce. [ have
fond memories of shopping with
my grandmother at the Neuman
store (now Roberts). In fact, my
uncle was engaged to one of the
Meuman twins (who ran the
store) but sadly he was killed in

France before they could an-
nounce their engagement.”

The Assessor’s records show
the 1940 sale of 24.5 acres for
$35,000, says Mr. Flynn. Then
nothing until 1949, when 4.6
acres were sold by Adams to
Flkins for $37,500.

The next note on the Asses-
sor’s records is the 1967 sale to
the Clothiers. The Assessor has
no record of when the monks
bought the property. But, says
Mr. Flynn, the Assessor does not
keep record of all land transac-
tions; those are kept by the
Recorder.

Lots of local people remember
the monks. Mr. O’Neil, who got
much of his information from Dr.
Clothier, says they had a confes-
sional by the front door, and held
weddings in the ballroom, or in
the grotto by Bear Gulch Creek.

For a while, the monks oper-
ated a radio station that broadcast
to the Far Bast, Mr. O’ Neil says.
“There was a huge, huge trans-
former in the basement. I wonder
how they got it down there.”

In the 30 years the Clothiers
had it, the property went seri-
ously downhill. Yet elegant fur-
nishings, tiffany lamps, two
pianos, and several musical in-
struments suggest a cultured life
before time and health closed in
on the family. Contacted in his
Redwood City home, Dr. Clothier
says, “We were very happy there.
That was a great place to live” B

DU CAN HELP

Ly clues?

¥ anvone carn shed fight on te his-
tory of the house, we'd be inferest
&d i knowing. lnformation and sug:
pestions may be sent to Marion
Softhy at the Almanac, 3525
Harneda de Las Pulgas, Menio
Park, CA 94025 or emall msoft
ky@aimanacnews com.
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